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The truth that knowledge is power is particularly
emphasized in today’s world.

Science is the most successful means of
knowledge creation. Because it deals exclusively
with arguments based on evidence that can be
independently confirmed by others, science is by its
very nature an endeavour that requires openness,
and it thrives on a complete and honest public
reporting of results. Access to the vast and varied
literature that has been generated by scientific
research, and to the numerical data that are being
collected in public research endeavours, is essential
to advances in human health, improvements in
agriculture, and the preservation of the natural
environment that sustains our life. It is also critical
for the creation of new technologies that benefit
humankind. In addition, scientific knowledge
facilitates our understanding of our place in the
universe.

Yet most scientists and research laboratories in
developing countries cannot afford the journal
subscriptions, or have to pay for access to the
databases that exist in more economically advanced
nations. All nations must have access to the
accumulation of scientific knowledge in order to
work toward a better future for all people.

In an era in which global dissemination of

the published results of scientific research is
increasingly accomplished electronically, it is
possible to give access to this body of knowledge to
scientists worldwide, allowing them to participate

in the scientific process and advance the scientific
enterprise. Access to current, high quality, scientific
databases and literature allows scientists in
developing countries to base their own work on up-
to-date advancements in their field and to strengthen
the scientific infrastructure of their own countries.
Unfortunately, however, scientists and research
institutions in the developing world can rarely afford
the high cost of these knowledge resources.

The InterAcademy Panel on International Issues
(IAP), recognizing that many efforts in this regard
are under way worldwide and that the business
models of scientific publishers need to be taken into
consideration, recommends that:

1. electronic access to journal content be made
available worldwide without cost as soon as
possible, within one year or less of publication
for scientists in industrialized nations, and
immediately upon publication for scientists in
developing countries;

2. journal content and, to the extent possible, data



upon which research is based, be prepared and
presented in a standard format for electronic
distribution to facilitate ease of use;

3. journal content be archived collectively, either by
private or government organizations;

4. governments and publishers work together to
raise awareness, in the scientific community,
of the availability of free electronic access to
scientific journals;

5. scientific databases obtained by
intergovernmental organizations (for example
in meteorology and epidemiology) be made
available without cost or restrictions on reuse.

For both the publishers of scientific journals and

the intergovernmental organizations, providing free
content to developing countries will have a minimal
financial impact. Sales to these countries are small
compared to the revenue generated from sales to
more developed countries. Moreover, the cost of
implementing the technology for custom web access
for selected countries is low (for details, see: http://
www.nap.edu/info/free_ip.html).

We, the undersigned science academies throughout
the world, members of the IAP, are convinced

that, with the support of international authorities,
the backing of the ministries concerned, and the
cooperation of scientific publishers, worldwide
dissemination of scientific knowledge can be
achieved; and that the benefits to the global
scientific community, and to developing countries in
particular, will be immense.
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