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Fifteen years after the first international initiative for 
safer maternity, nearly 600,000 women - more than 
one every minute - die each year from complications 
associated with pregnancy and child birth, and 15 
million women remain handicapped for the rest of 
their lives.

At the same time and for the same reasons, 3 
million children die either during birth or their first 
week of life. More than 98% of these deaths occur 
in developing countries (DC’s), where the rate of 
maternal mortality is at least 80 times higher than in 
industrialized countries (IC’s).

This dramatic situation is most acute in sub-Saharian 
Africa where the maternal mortality rate is 880 per 
100,000 births compared to around 10 in IC’s.

In 1996, following the recommendations of IAP, 
actions against maternal morbidity and mortality 
in DC’s have been launched. Several international 
meetings were organized (in Canada, France and 
Italy) and an internet website has been created 
(www.mother-child.org), linking hospitals, scientists 
and laboratories. These initiatives now need to 
be widely extended within the IAP and under 
the auspices of the newly created IAMP (the 
InterAcademy Medical Panel, which includes 
academies of medicine from all over the world), in 

close connection with international organizations, in 
particular the World Health Organization.

Therefore, the InterAcademy Panel on International 
Issues (IAP) recommends to all national leaders that: 

1. the reduction of maternal and childbirth related 
mortality and morbidity, and the healthy growth 
of the surviving child, be among the highest 
priorities in national and international public 
health programmes; 

2. adequate financial resources be allocated 
for the creation, follow-up and evaluation of 
targeted programmes for the development of 
essential obstetrics adapted to the conditions 
of developing countries; and that appropriate 
education and training aimed at the diffusion 
of good clinical practice and quality control be 
widely developed among health professionals; 

3. adequate evaluation of research and validation 
of local and international perennial solutions be 
implemented; 

4. a network of reference maternity hospitals 
associated with high standard technical 
platforms and expert human resources be 
encouraged and developed.
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For both the publishers of scientific journals and 
the intergovernmental organizations, providing free 
content to developing countries will have a minimal 
financial impact. Sales to these countries are small 
compared to the revenue generated from sales to 
more developed countries. Moreover, the cost of 
implementing the technology for custom web access 
for selected countries is low (for details, see: http://
www.nap.edu/info/free_ip.html).

We, the undersigned academies of science 
throughout the world, members of the IAP, are 
convinced that, in the next two decades, this action, 
with the support of international authorities, the 
backing of national ministries concerned and the 
dedicated efforts of the worldwide scientific and 
medical community, can lead to significant and 
essential progress for humanity.
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Academy of Sciences and Arts of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Brazilian Academy of Sciences

Cameroon Academy of Sciences

The Royal Society of Canada

Academia Chilena de Ciencias
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National Academy of Sciences, Sri Lanka

Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
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