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Should the scientific community interact more
closely with the media in efforts to explain the work
of scientists to a larger public?

Of course, it should. But the more difficult questions
involve the responsibilities that the scientific
community should shoulder in such efforts and the
concrete measures that should be taken to enhance
the capabilities of both scientists and scientific
institutions in their interaction with the media.

On the one hand, the public often turns to science
for answers to difficult issues that science itself may
not be able to provide. On the other hand, today’s
cutting-edge scientific research does not readily lend
itself to explanations that can be easily conveyed
through the media, especially broadcast media.
Today's cutting edge scientific research, moreover,
often raises ethical issues that must be discussed
among a broad cross-section of society before a
consensus can emerge. In a sense, advances in
science have raised immensely complicated issues
that science alone cannot answer.

Fierce public resistance to the cultivation and
distribution of genetically engineered food crops,
even in developing countries suffering from
malnutrition and hunger, indicate that the public -
both in the North and South - is increasingly unwilling

to assume that the products of scientific research
are safe just because scientists say so. Likewise,
public confusion - and often doubt - concerning the
ethical propriety of cloning, whether for reproductive
or therapeutic purposes, suggests that the scientific
community has been unable to clearly explain such
difficult issues to the public or, conversely, that the
public is not listening when scientists do.

The scientific community and media each have
distinctive roles to play within this increasingly
complicated relationship between science and
society. That's why a fruitful relationship between
the two - one that proves of value to the societies
in which they both function - depends on each
understanding and respecting the other’s roles.
Therefore, the InterAcademy Panel on International
Issues (IAP) supports efforts to strengthen and
expand:

1. training programmes for building the capacity
of science academies to interact with the
media, paying particular attention to the needs
and circumstances faced by academies in the
developing world, and to the increasing conflicts
over scientific issues in industrialized countries;

2. programmes for media representatives to visit
scientific laboratories in order to learn more



about the work of scientists, paying particular
attention to the needs and circumstances faced
by print and broadcast media representatives in
the developing world;

3. workshops organized by academies with public
information offices (PI0) designed for academies
that do not have such offices to provide practical
information on how P10s function;

4. workshops designed to improve the ability of
scientists to engage the public in their work by
developing the skills necessary to give public
lectures, improve print and electronic material
for public consumption, and serve as consultants
on science-related television programmes, films
and videos.

We, the undersigned science academies throughout
the world, members of the IAP, support any effort
done jointly by the scientific and the journalistic
communities aiming at enhancing the fluidity of the
information about discoveries in science, and at
favouring public debates of high objectivity on the
ethical issues which they may raise.
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