WE MUST PROTECT
MARINE ENVIRONMENTS
The ocean covers more than 70%
of planet Earth and supports humankind.
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Unregulated and excessive human activities and climate change
are reducing biodiversity and threatening ecosystem services.

HABITAT
DEGRADATION
AND LOSS

health isENVIRONMENTAL
threatened
COASTAL But ocean
INVASIVE
CONTAMINANTS
DEVELOPMENT
SPECIES

CLIMATE
CHANGE

Most ﬁsheries stocks are fully exploited:
more than 90% ofclimate
marine
change stocks are either
Anthropogenic
Ocean
environmental contaminants
overﬁshed
(34.2%)
or ﬁshed
at rise, loss
warming
causes sea level
. Accumulation of
Over-exploitatio
excessive nutrients, toxic chemicals, of dissolved oxygen, redistribution
maximum sustainable
levels (59.6%). of world ﬁsherie
and alteration of marine life, and
heavy metals, and marine debris
including macro-, micro- and
nano-plastics

intensiﬁcation of heatwaves and
tropical cyclones. Excessive carbon
dioxide emissions also cause ocean
acidiﬁcation

decline of ﬁsher

The ocean has absorbed 30%
of total anthropogenic CO2 emissions.

WORLD ACADEMIES
URGE WORLD LEADERS
TO IMPROVE OCEAN HEALTH

World leaders must adopting evidence-based policies

• Share scientiﬁc information and data, build comprehensive understanding of the ocean, and develop an international ocean knowledge
• Coordinate actions to protect and restore ocean health with expansion of research capacity development, ocean literacy and mechanism
• Implement inclusive protection measures for coastal and other sensitive marine habitats.
• Assess sources of environmental contaminants, address their distributions, fates and impacts on ocean health, and develop means to e
• Mitigate and adapt to the impacts of greenhouse gases and climate change on the ocean ecosystem in acidiﬁcation, deoxygenation and
• Ensure improved scientiﬁc management of capture ﬁsheries, strengthen enforcement against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU
• Increase ocean literacy, encouraging the global society to understand its intricate connection to the oceans and to respect the role of th

by stopping habitat destruction and the spread of
environmental contaminants, ﬁghting climate change
and overexploitation, and adopting science-based policies.
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