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Alarming Prospect of Biodiversity in Afghanistan's
Desert Areas

Prof. Bashir Afghan Saleh
The Academy of Sciences of Afghanistan (ASA)
Share-e-now, Shir Aly Khan Watt, Kabul Afghanistan
E-mail: afghanistan_as@yahoo.com

Natural disasters coupled with the consequences of conflict on
Afghanistan's natural resources base has put a heavy toll on
the environment and ecosystem in the country. The decades of
conflict, present instability, general poverty, droughts,
population growth and influx of displaced and returning
refugees have had a severe impact on the biodiversity of
Afghanistan.

The country is home to globally significant wildlife species most
of which are under severe pressure from excessive hunting,
loss of habitat and illegal trade. Endangered species of plants
and animals are found in all parts of the country's ecosystem.
Alarge portion of Afghanistan's territory is arid and non-arable.

The alarming loss of biodiversity in Afghanistan's arid deserts
of the southwest, if not properly addressed, will continue to
reduce nature's ability to support life in these areas.

Sustainability of the country's scarce resources are subjectto a
variety of threats. These threats include but are not limited to
the impact of global climate change , lack of data , insufficient
human resource and institutional capacity, widespread poverty
and on —going social and political instability.

While the threats are huge and the prospects of Afghanistan
biodiversity is alarming, what has been achieved during the
last couple of years make us believe that we can optimistically
build upon these achievements and further focus on
remediation measures.

Afghanistan established its National Environment Protection
Agency in 2005. Subsequently, the country's first environment
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