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Personal statement
As a clinical psychiatrist and researcher in non-invasive brain stimulation (NIBS), I investigate the therapeutic, biological and

mechanistic effects of NIBS techniques in normal behavior and mental disorders. I have recently provided substantial evidence that a
novel NIBS technique — transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS) — is a promising treatment for major depression, alone or in
combination with sertraline (Brunoni et al., 2013, JAMA Psychiatry).

Presently, I am the Coordinator of two NIBS centers in two of the main hospitals of the University of Sao Paulo, which is ranked as the
premiere research university in Brazil. I have expertise in different brain stimulation techniques, such as tDCS, repetitive and “deep”
transcranial magnetic stimulation and measurements of motor cortical excitability, as well as in the design and direction of NIBS phase
II and IIT trials.

I am currently leading a team of psychiatrists and neuropsychologists in 3 clinical trials — a non-inferiority trial comparing the effects of
tDCS vs. escitalopram in major depression, and two randomized, sham-controlled, double-blinded trials using tDCS and “deep TMS” as

treatments for bipolar depression (http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?term=brunoni). I am also a co-PI in 2 double-blind trials

investigating the efficacy of tDCS in the negative symptoms of schizophrenia and obsessive-compulsive disorder. These trials aim to
provide clinical evidence for these treatments, as well as to investigate its mechanisms of action through the collection of clinical,

psychological, neuropsychological, genetic, epigenetic, protein expression, neurophysiological and neuroimaging data.

A. Positions

Current

2012-present: Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Center for Applied Neuromodulation, University Hospital, University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil.
2013-present: Coordinator, Service of Interdisciplinary Neuromodulation, Institute of Psychiatry, Clinics Hospital, University of Sdo
Paulo, Brazil.

2013-present: Researcher, Laboratory of Neurosciences (LIM-27), Department and Institute of Psychiatry, Clinics Hospital, University
of Sao Paulo, Brazil.

2015-present: Coordinator, Mood Disorders Program, Department and Institute of Psychiatry, Clinics Hospital, University of Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

Prior

2003-2004: Intern, Medicine, University of Sao Paulo Medical School.

2005-2007: Resident, Internal Medicine, Clinics Hospital, University of Sao Paulo Medical School.
2007-2010: Resident, Psychiatry, Clinics Hospital, University of Sdo Paulo Medical School.


http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?term=brunoni
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2009-2012: PhD student, Department of Neurosciences and Behavior, Institute of Psychology, University of Sdo Paulo. Supervisor:
Prof. F. Fregni.

2011-2012: Short term Research Scholar in Neuromodulation; Laboratory of Neuromodulation; Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital;
Harvard Medical School.

2009-2015: Research Associate, University Hospital, University of Sdo Paulo.

B. Honors

2007: Selected to participate in the Program “Young psychiatrists” from the Brazilian Association of Psychiatry.

2008: Award for Outstanding participation in the program “Scholars in Clinical Science”, from the Department of Continuing
Education of Harvard Medical School.

2009: Travel Grant Award from the Department and Institute of Psychiatry of the University of Sdo Paulo to participate in the Congress
of WFSBP, Paris, France.

2011: Travel Grant Award for Young Researchers from the World Federal Society of Biological Psychiatry (WFSBP) to participate in the
Congress of WFSBP, Prague, Czech Republic.

2011: Travel Grant Award from the University of Sdo Paulo to participate in the Congress of WFSBP, Prague, Czech Republic.

2013: Travel Grant Award from the National Council for Scientific and Technological Development to participate in the Society of
Neuroscience Meeting in San Diego, CA.

2013: Young Investigator grant award, Brain and Behavior Research Foundation (NARSAD).

2013: Young Researcher grant award, Sdo Paulo Research State Foundation (FAPESP).

2015: Travel Grant Award for Young Researchers from the World Federal Society of Biological Psychiatry (WFSBP) to participate in the
Congress of WFSBP, Athens, Greece.
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enhances cognitive control for positive affective stimuli. PLoS One. 2013
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Valiengo L, Moffa AH, Simis M, Borrione L, Brunoni AR. Transcranial direct current stimulation in psychiatric disorders. World J
Psychiatry. 2015
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Considerations for the Clinical and Research Use of Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation (tDCS): review and recommendations from
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Books published

FREGNI F; BOGGIO PS; BRUNONI AR. Neuromodulacio Terapéutica - Principios e Avangos da Estimulagido Cerebral Nao Invasiva
em Neurologia, Reabilitacao, Psiquiatria e Neuropsicologia [Therapeutic Neuromoulation: Principles and Advances of Non
invasive brain stimulation in Neurology, Rehabilitation, Psychiatry and Neuropsychology] .1st ed. Sdo Paulo: Sarvier, 2011. v. 1.
570 pages. (In Portuguese)

D. Research Support

Current

FAPESP (Sao Paulo State Research Foundation), 2013-2017 Grant Number 2012/20911-5, Principal Investigator

Project: Escitalopram vs. Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation to treat depression: a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled,
non-inferiority trial. Estimated budget: USD300,000.00

Brain and Behavior (formerly NARSAD) 2013- 2015 Young Investigator Grant Award; Grant Number: 20493, Principal Investigator.
Project: Transcranial direct current stimulation for bipolar depression: a randomized, double-blind, sham-controlled trial. Estimated
budget: USD52,300.00.

National Council for Scientific and Technological Development, CNPq 2013-2016, Grant Number 470904, Principal Investigator.
Project: Improvement in transcranial direct current stimulation methodology: focus on sham methods and adverse effects. Estimated
Budget: USD8,200.00
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Brainsway Research Support, Principal Investigator (2013-2016).

Project: Use of H1-Coil (Deep TMS) in the treatment of bipolar depression: a randomized, sham-controlled trial. Estimated Budget:

USD110,000.00

Previous

FAPESP 2009 — 2011 (Public Grant from Sao Paulo State, Brazil, Grant Number 2009/05728-7). Role: Co-PI. PI: Felipe Fregni.

Project: Efficacy study of Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation in Major Depressive Disorder.

FAPESP 2010 — 2011 (Public Grant from Sao Paulo State, Brazil, Grant Number 2010/09505-0). Role: Co-PI. PI: Isabela M Bensefior.

Project: Changes in Heart Rate Variability and Salivary Cortisol with Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation.

CNPq 2010 — 2013 (Public Grant from Brazilian Ministry of Health)

Project: Late-onset depression and cardiovascular comorbidities in elderly patients.

Role: Co-investigator. PI: Leticia Mansur.

FAPESP 2011 — 2012 (Public Grant from Sao Paulo State, Brazil, Grant Number 2011/00228-6). Role: Co-Advisor. PI: Felipe Fregni.

Project: Affective modulation in depression with Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation.

FAPESP 2011 — 2013 (Grant Number 2011/08960-8). Role: Co-investigator. PI: Ana Beatriz Alvarez Perez.

Project: Investigation of BDNF Val66Met polymorphism and 5HTTLPR polymorphism in patients with Major Depression treated with
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