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On 7 May 2014, IAP published a statement entitled ‘Releasing Global Potential in Synthetic Biology:
Scientific Opportunities and Good Governance’. The dissemination of the document around the web about
two months after its release demonstrates that the Statement has been welcomed and appreciated around
the world by the scientific community.

Many IAP member academies endorsed the statement and added a page to their website giving reasons for
the endorsement, and including a link to the original document on the IAP site. Among the IAP member
academies which assisted in the dissemination of the Statement in this way were: the Royal Netherlands
Academy?, the Chinese Academy of Sciences?, the Australian Academy of Science?®, the Academia Mexicana
de la Ciencias®, among others. Additionally, the statement received support from TWAS’> (The World
Academies of Science) and the European Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC)®.

The scientific magazine Nature helped increase the IAP’s statement audience by publishing IAP co-chair
Volker ter Meulen’s article on the synthetic biology issue, where he explained that the Statement could fuel
the debate on how scientific evidence may impact the policy-making process. Other online columns
referring to the Statement were found on ‘Labroots’’ and the website of the Center of Genetics and
Society®. These two praised the IAP’s call for regulation and public debate on the topic. Nevertheless,
articles on the Statement were found even in non-scientific publications such as the online edition of the
UK newspaper, The Guardian’®.

The Statement was also promoted on the social media platform ‘Twitter’ By the Scottish Universities Life
Sciences Alliance (SULSA)™ in English, and by Canada’s national Academy™ in French, thus demonstrating
the potential to spread the debate on synthetic biology beyond the scientific community.

The scientific review magazine ‘Futuribles’ also published an article on the debate on synthetic biology and
summarized the IAP’s statement in French. While in the Spanish language, online newspapers of all kinds
reported on the statement, from daily newspapers such as La Jornada® and La Crénica®, to economic
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newspapers such as El Economista™®. This shows that the Statement reached a broad audience all over the
world thanks to the multiple languages into which it was translated.

Earth People™, a human and natural rights association, reported on the Statement, challenging the safety
of synthetic biology, displaying the relevance of the publication in sparking constructive debates.

Finally, the US-based Synthetic Biology Engineering Research Center'® dedicated a full page of their website
praising and supporting the Statement.

The impressing opening of the debate created by the IAP latest publication and the support it received
clearly demonstrates the ability of IAP and its 107 member academies to act as a forum for discussion in
the global arena, even when attention is focused on potentially controversial issues such as synthetic

biology.

This paper was drafted by Lorenzo Matronola during his internship at IAP Headquarters in Trieste, Italy, in July 2014.
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